
The Arizona Republic 06/07/2013 Page : P01

A Gannett Newspaper 117th Year, No.117 Copyright 2006 The Arizona Republic June 7, 2013 6:48 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


Storytellers’secrets

REACH US

SECTION P
FRIDAY, 6.7.2013
THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC
MOVIES.AZCENTRAL.COM

Tamera Thornton, Preview editor, 602-444-NEWS or tamera.thornton@arizonarepublic.com.

GETFULLACCESSTOTHELATESTNEWS:AsavaluedArizona
Republic subscriber, you canenjoyaccess to thenewsand information
available throughall ofourdigital newsproducts. Togainaccess, you
canactivate youraccountbygoing towww.activate.azcentral.com.

S
arah Polley’s documetary
“Stories We Tell” exam-
ines families, legacies and

the slippery nature of truth in
ways so unexpected, we aren’t
even aware of them until the
film is over.

What a great movie.
It starts out as the story of

Polley’s offbeat, life-of-the-
party mother, Diane. She did
some local acting but devoted
a lot of time to her growing
family. This did not preclude
taking the occasional acting
gig in other cities. Polley’s
father, her siblings and old
friends of Diane’s recall her
with an excitement that obvi-
ously has not diminished, even
though Diane died in 1990,
when Sarah was 11.

We also see Super 8 footage
of Diane, drinking and smok-
ing (always smoking), dancing
at parties, performing in stage
productions, swimming in the
pool with the kids. Everything
seems to revolve around her.
“Eccentric” is probably too
strong a word for the woman
we see described, but “differ-
ent” is certainly fair.

There is, of course, more to
the story. Much, much more,
most of which should be dis-
covered by watching the film.
Like any family, the Polleys
have their secrets, although
theirs are a little juicier. It’s
not quite “Rashomon,” but we
do hear the central family
story told from several van-
tage points. The interviews are

What to do? Check out Saturday’s Explore Arizona,
Sunday’s A&E and Tuesday’s Things to Do sections.

Watch “EVB Live” weekdays to learn about the best events from
nightlife expert Megan Finnerty, 4-5 p.m. on Channel 12 (KPNX).

“We Steal Secrets: The Story of
WikiLeaks” is at once an awkward
mingling of two complex life stories
and a gripping, necessary look at
how information is gathered,
shared and, yes, stolen.

Stolen by whom? The answer
may surprise you; the title comes
from a quote from an unexpected
source.

Director Alex Gibney, whose
credits include the Oscar-winning
“Taxi to the Dark Side,” tells the
story of Julian Assange, who found-

ed the WikiLeaks project, which
aims to publish classified material
typically contributed by anonymous
sources.

Gibney also examines Bradley
Manning, the U.S. Army private
who provided much of the informa-
tion that Assange eventually shared
with theNew York Times, among

‘Secrets’ lifts
veil on 2 men in
WikiLeaks tale

‘WE STEAL SECRETS: THE
STORY OFWIKILEAKS’
eeee

Director: Alex Gibney.

Cast: Julian Assange, Bradley Manning,
Adrian Lamo.

Rating: R for some disturbing violent
images, language and sexual material.

Note: At Harkins Shea.

By Bill Goodykoontz
The Republic | azcentral.com

Greateeeee Goodeeee

Faireee Badee Bombe

See ‘WIKILEAKS’, Page P5

Sometimes, a movie
just has a magic about it,
something that makes you
look past implausibility
and plot holes and what-
ever other shortcomings it
may have and leaves you
feeling good just for hav-
ing seen it.

“The Kings of Summer”
is like that. Jordan Vogt-
Roberts’ film could be
called a coming-of-age
comedy, but to lump it in
so narrow a category does
it a disservice. It’s far too
loopy, weird, different to
fit into that kind of a box.

(Loopy, weird and differ-
ent all are compliments, by
the way.)

It’s about three boys
who run away from home
and build a glorified tree
house in the woods, spend-
ing a summer there. But
it’s also about growing up,
asserting your independ-
ence. The boys, by their

Fine acting
is crowning
glory of
cute ‘Kings’

Gabriel Basso (from left), Moises Arias and Nick Robinson play
runaway teenagers in “The Kings of Summer.” CBS FILMS

By Bill Goodykoontz
The Republic | azcentral.com

‘THE KINGS OF
SUMMER’eeee

Director: Jordan Vogt-Roberts.

Cast: Nick Robinson, Gabriel
Basso, Moises Arias.

Rating: R for language and
some teen drinking.

Note: At Harkins Camelview.

See ‘KINGS’, Page P5
Greateeeee Goodeeee

Faireee Badee Bombe

It’s one of the cliches of
show business: Every actor
wants to direct.

Few do it as well as Sarah
Polley.

Polley has appeared on
television and in such films as

“The Sweet Hereaf-
ter,” “Splice” and
“Dawn of the Dead.”

But she also wrote and direct-
ed “Away FromHer” and
“Take This Waltz.”

Now she’s made an out-
standing documentary, “Sto-
ries We Tell,” that begins as an
examination of her mother but
becomes much more compli-
cated and revealing. Polley
talked about the film and the
nature of storytelling.

Question: The obvious
question is one your family
asks in the film: Whymake
this movie?

Answer: I think I was really
interested in the year and a
half after these events un-
folded in my family. I was
amazed at howmany of us
were telling the story in totally
different ways to people in our
lives. I think I wanted to tell a
story about the way we tell
stories and our need to tell
stories and the way everyone
has discrepancies in stories
within their lives, and espe-
cially within their families.

Q:Why do we tell stories
the way we do? Why does ev-
eryone tell them differently?

A: I don’t know. To me, one
of the most interesting things
somebody said to me, not in
the film, but somebody said to
me that I interviewed, was
when I said, “Why do we tell
stories?” And she said, “Be-
cause life is bewildering.” And
I do feel like, in a way, we
cling to narratives as a life
raft. I see us using details
about the past that we can’t
quite make sense of. I think we
have an essential need to tell
stories, and I think the various
discrepancies between stories,
I do feel like the stories we tell
are designed to tell us who we
are now and who we’ve be-
come.

Q:Do you prefer this kind
of film, or fiction?

A: This was a much harder
process for me, this film. It
was so confusing and there
were so many times where I
had no idea where I was going,
and I really felt like I was
fumbling in the dark, where I

Sarah Polley directs and appears in the documentary “Stories We Tell.” ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS

By Bill Goodykoontz
The Republic | azcentral.com

Greateeeee Goodeeee

Faireee Badee Bombe

‘STORIES WE TELL’
eeeee

Director: Sarah Polley.

Cast:Michael Polley, Mark Polley,
Geoffrey Bowes.

Rating: PG-13 for thematic elements
involving sexuality, brief strong
language and smoking.

Note: At Harkins Camelview.

Sarah Polley:
‘We cling to
narratives
as a life raft’
By Bill Goodykoontz
The Republic | azcentral.com

See POLLEY, Page P5

See ‘STORIES’, Page P5

Q&A

Truth revealed
as family and
friends share
their memories


